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Objectives 
¸ To provide an update on Washington Poison Center 

(WAPC) 

¸ Core Services 

¸ Real-time surveillance and database 

¸ To discuss harm reduction/prevention programs that 
address childrenôs environmental health 

¸ Marijuana products 

¸ E-Cigarettes/vaping 

¸ To discuss opportunities for collaboration including data 
sharing/analysis, program growth and research using 
childhood lead poisoning as an example 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On-Call Toxicologists 
24 hour access to board-certified toxicologists with 

backgrounds in emergency medicine and pharmacology 

 

Dr. 

Liebelt 

Dr. 

Garrard 

On-Call Board Certified Medical Toxicologists: 

Dr. Betty Chen (Harborview) 

Dr. Melissa Halliday (Harborview) 

Dr. Suzan Mazor (Seattle Childrens) 

Dr. Scott Phillips (Occ Med consultant) 

Dr. Carl Skinner (Madigan) 

Dr. Matt Valento (Harborview) 

Certified Specialists in Poison 

Information  (CSPIs)   

Å PharmDs, RNs, PIPs with a combined 280+ years of 

experience 
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Call to WAPC 

ÅAnswered by RN 
or RPh/PharmD 
24/7 

ÅConfidential 

ÅFree 

ÅHIPAA-compliant 

Triage 

ÅInitial information 
gathered 

ÅDemographics 

ÅClinical 
presentation and 
more 

Assessment 

ÅCSPI makes 
determination of 
toxicity 

ÅRecommend 
monitor at home or 
send to HCF 

Management/Follow-
up 

ÅCSPI manages 
case in hospital 
through consults 

ÅFollow up with 
patient at home 
until toxicity is over 

How Are Calls Answered at the 

WAPC? 
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Community Resource 

¸ Washington Poison Center 

¸ Toll-free, confidential, HIPAA-compliant 

¸ 24/7/365 clinical guidance by licensed pharmacists and RNs 

trained in toxicology 

¸ 24 hour access to a board-certified medical toxicologist 

¸ Can assist in management recommendations, laboratory 

interpretation, toxicology consultations, and drug 

information 

¸ Program your cellphone with the WAPC number 

¸ Scan the QR code! 



Washington Poison Center 

¸Real time surveillance 

¸Detect emerging trends and clusters 

¸Part of National Poison Data System (NPDS) 

¸ Database with CDC 

¸Work with partners and collaborators to target 

investigations 



Case 1 

¸ 18 mo presents with lethargy; difficult to arouse 

¸ Mom reports 1 episode of vomiting 2 hours 

previously 

¸ PMHx:  none 

¸ Extensive work-up in the Emergency Department 

¸ Labs, Head CT, Lumbar puncture 

¸ Urine drug screen:  +THC 

 



Marijuana Edibles: New and 

Emerging concerns 

¸Homemade edibles 

¸ Unknown concentration or if other drugs present 

¸Many edibles easily confused with 

commercial products intended for children 

 



WAPC Trends - Marijuana 

Top 5 symptoms for marijuana exposure include: 

Å Drowsiness/Lethargy 

Å Increased heartrate 

Å Agitated/Irritable 

Å Vomiting 

Å Nausea 

  



WAPC Marijuana Trends 2016 


